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GARRI S, Adnministrative Patent Judge.

DECI S| ON ON APPEAL

This is a decision on an appeal fromthe final rejection

of clains 1 through 8 which are all of the clains in the

! Application for patent filed July 23, 1993.
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appl i cation.

The subject natter on appeal relates to a nmethod for
adhesi vely bonding an overlay filmof a plastic resin to the
surface of an acrylic resin board with a hot-nelt adhesive.
Further details of this appeal ed subject matter are readily
apparent froma review of claim1, the sole independent claim
on appeal, a copy of which taken fromthe appellants' brief is
appended to this decision.

The references relied upon by the exam ner as evidence of
obvi ousness are:

Wheel er 2,451, 597 Cct. 19, 1948
Neher et al. 2,464, 826 Mar. 22, 1949

The appeal ed clains stand rejected under 35 U S.C. § 103
as bei ng unpat entabl e over Neher in view of \Weeler.

W refer to the brief and reply brief and to the answer
and suppl enental answer for a conplete exposition of the
opposi ng vi ewpoi nts expressed by the appellants and the
exam ner concerni ng the above noted rejection.

This rejection can not be sustai ned.

We agree with the appellants that the applied references,
and in particular Neher, contain no teaching or suggestion of
the heating regimen as recited in step (a) or the use of a
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hot-nelt adhesive as recited in step (b) of the independent
cl ai mon appeal. Regarding heating step (a), we interpret the
I ndependent cl ai m before us consistent with the appellants’
specification disclosure to require that this heating step
precedes the adhesive formng step (b) as argued by the
appel l ants (e.g., see the paragraph bridging pages 7 and 8 of
the brief). In contrast, while the nmethod of Neher includes a
heating step, it is clear that this step is practiced after
not before, the adhesive is applied so as to renove the
adhesi ve solvent (e.g., see lines 39 through 44 in colum 5
and lines 9 through 17 in colum 6). Additionally, we find no
support for the exam ner's apparent belief that Neher's
sol vent - based adhesive is readable on or woul d have suggested
the hot-nelt adhesive clained by the appellants.

In light of the foregoing, we can not sustain the
exam ner's section 103 rejection of clains 1 through 8 as

bei ng unpat ent abl e over Neher in view of Weeler.
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The decision of the exam ner is reversed.

REVERSED

M chael Sof ocl eous )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )
)
)
)
John D. Smth ) BOARD OF
PATENT
Adm ni strative Patent Judge ) APPEALS AND
) | NTERFERENCES
)
)
Bradley R Garris )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )
tdc
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