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KRASS, Adnini strative Patent Judge.

DECI SI ON ON_APPEAL

This is a decision on appeal fromthe final rejection of clains

1, 5 and 20. Claim?21, the only other remaining claim has been
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i ndicated by the exam ner as being directed to all owabl e subj ect

matter.

The invention is directed to a recordi ng/ reproduci ng appar at us
having a systemcontroller, a menory and a nmenory control. More
particularly, the nmenory control creates, autonononously with respect
to the systemcontroller, a sector data storing area and an additive
storing area in each sector-based data storing area in the nmenory.
Prescribed data is stored in the additive data storing area in
accordance with the sector-based data which is stored in the sector
data storing area. This prescribed data in the additive data storing
area is at |east one of track number, track change information,
identification code of stereo/nonaural, enphasis information,
information of inhibit/permt copyright, error information, segnment
link information, and running time. The processing |oad of the
system controller is reduced by storing additive data for sector data
in the nmenory (a buffer RAM and rel easing the systemcontroller from
t he processing |load involved in carrying out the address cal cul ati on
of the additive data.

| ndependent claim1 is reproduced as follows:
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1. A recordi ng and/ or reproduci ng apparatus of the type
i ncl udi ng:

a system controller;

a menory neans for storing, in a sector-based data storing
area, data to be recorded on a recording nedium and/or data which is
read out fromthe recordi ng nmedium and in which a recordi ng operation
of the data on the recordi ng nedium or a reproducing operation of the
data fromthe recording nediumis carried out by witing data into
the nmenory nmeans and reading the data out of the nmenory neans;

a nenmory control means for controlling the witing of data into
t he nmenory neans and the reading of data out of the nenory neans,
wherein the inprovenent conprises that the nenory control neans,
aut onomously with respect to the systemcontroller, creates a sector
data storing area and an additive data storing area in each sector-
based data storing area in the nmenory neans to store prescribed data
in the additive data storing area in accordance with the sector-based
data which is stored in the sector data storing area and stores the
prescribed data in the additive data storing area in accordance with
the sector-based data stored in the sector data storing area.

The exami ner relies on the follow ng reference:
Maeda et al. (Maeda) 5,410, 526 Apr. 25, 1995
(filed Feb. 4, 1993)
Clainms 1, 5 and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as
antici pated by Meda.
Reference is made to the briefs and answer for the respective

positions of appellant and the exam ner.

OPI NI ON
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We reverse.

VWile we agree with the exam ner that Maeda di scl oses a system
controller, 7, a menory neans, 6, and a nenory control means, 8, in a
simlar environment as the clainmed subject matter, instant
i ndependent claim 11l requires that the nmenory control neans

“aut ononously with respect to the system controller,” creates a
sector data storing area...

Thus, in accordance with the instant disclosure, the nenory
control neans creates the recited sector data storing area
i ndependently of the system controller. As explained throughout the
specification, this reduces the processing |load of the system
controller since the systemcontroller is not required to cal cul ate
addresses corresponding to additive data.

Whil e the exam ner contends that this is taught by Maeda
because “the sub-data address generator 25, by way of RAMinterface
19, still perfornms the clainmed recordi ng/reproduction operation of
the additive data in the nenory neans 6 autonomously with respect to
t he system controller 7" [Answer-page 3], we do not agree in view of
Maeda’ s disclosure. Maeda discloses, at colum 7, lines 22-30, for

exanpl e, that the systemcontroller 7 detects the addresses in the

-4-
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voi ce data recording region and supplies the detected data to sub-
data address generator 25. It seens clear that if the system
controller 7 of Maeda is detecting addresses and supplying the
detected data to sub-data address generator 25 which, in turn, feeds
RAM i nterface 19 [generator 25 and RAMinterface 19 being part of the
menory controller] for addressing RAM 6, the nenory control means is
not acting independently, or “autonomously with respect to the system
controller,” in creating a sector data storing area, as clained.
Accordingly, the exam ner’s decision rejecting clains 1, 5 and

20 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is reversed.

REVERSED
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